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Amarillo College is proud to announce the launch of the Badger Bound Scholarship
Program, a transformative initiative designed to strengthen the educational pipeline
and create early access to higher education for students across our entire service
area. Students who complete 15 hours of dual credit through Amarillo College qualify
for up to 45 hours of free tuition, fees, books, and course materials.

THE VISION

The Badger Bound Scholarship Program is more than a financial award; it is a
comprehensive strategy for early college access, student engagement, and
degree/certificate completion. This program serves all high schools within the 9
counties of Amarillo College's Panhandle service region, ensuring that every qualified
student has an opportunity to accelerate their college journey through structured
dual-credit pathways.

K-12 ENGAGEMENT AND ACCESS

In close collaboration with K-12 partners, the Badger Bound Scholarship Program
reinforces our shared commitment to building sustainable, student-centered
academic pathways. The program promotes active engagement between college
faculty and high school educators to align curriculum, streamline credit transfer, and
provide robust academic advising. By also targeting underserved and first-generation
students, the program removes financial and systemic barriers that often limit access
to higher education.

DUAL-CREDIT PATHWAY WITH PURPOSE

At the heart of the scholarship is a 15-hour dual credit requirement completed while in
high school. This intentional design ensures that students enter college with
momentum having already demonstrated college readiness and accrued credits
toward a certificate or degree. The program offers clearly defined academic pathways
that support completion and workforce relevance, positioning students to succeed in
high-demand fields while reducing time-to-degree and minimizing debt.
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW:
e What It Is: A scholarship covering tuition, fees, books, and course materials.
e For Who: High school graduates in the AC service area, beginning with the Class
of 2026.
e Duration: Up to three years or 45 semester credit hours.

HOW TO QUALIFY:
e Earn 15 hours of dual credit with Amarillo College while in high school.
e Enroll at AC for the summer or fall semester right after graduation. Badger Bound
students have three years to finish 45 hours from their cohort start date.

HOW TO CLAIM YOUR SCHOLARSHIP:
AC automatically identifies and contacts eligible students.
During your senior year, you must:

e Complete the Change of Major Form.

e Submit the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).

HOW TO KEEP YOUR SCHOLARSHIP:
e You must avoid academic and financial aid suspension to remain eligible. The
eligibility clock (3 years/45 SCH) continues even during a suspension period.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Becky Burton, Associate VP of Academic Learning and Services
bkburton@actx.edu

Dr. Frank Sobey, VP of Academic Affairs
fesobey®@actx.edu

We look forward to welcoming our first cohort of
Badger Bound scholars in Fall 2026!



